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Dates for the
Diary
Friday 11 November
Remembrance Day
Assembly
Monday 14—Wednesday
16 November
Year 5/6 Camp Cooba
Tuesday 15 November
2023 Kindergarten transition
visits 10.10-11am
Friday 18 November
2023 Kindergarten transition
visits 10.10-11am
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I’d like to send out a huge thank you to all the people who have come to the working bees across 2022. They have
been hugely successful and we’ve been able to achieve so much with all the help. Many grandparents mentioned how
beautiful the gardens were at Grandfriends Day and visiting teachers during the transfer round also noticed our wellmanicured grounds. This would be far too big a job for Hong alone so I’m so appreciative to all involved. When our
grounds look great and our buildings are well maintained our students feel valued and this has a great impact on
engagement.
Last week I shared our NAPLAN results with the Board. I shared some graphs with the Board that show how many of
our students are at or above the National Minimum Standard. Below I’ve outlined our results.
Year 3
Grammar and Punctuation 95% of students were at
or above National Minimum Standard

Year 5
Grammar and Punctuation 93% of students were at or
above National Minimum Standard

Numeracy 86% of students were at or above National
Minimum Standard
Reading 95% of students were at or above National
Minimum Standard
Spelling 83% of students were at or above National
Minimum Standard
Writing 97% of students were at or above National
Minimum Standard

Numeracy 96% of students were at or above National
Minimum Standard
Reading 95% of students were at or above National
Minimum Standard
Spelling 91% of students were at or above National
Minimum Standard
Writing 91% of students were at or above National
Minimum Standard

As we always say, this is one piece of data, on one day of school. We now have to compare student performance in
NAPLAN with our own school based data. Our preliminary goal is to move our students who are at or above minimum
standard further through the bands. We will be using high quality teaching (high impact teaching methods), explicit
teaching of concepts and our intervention program to achieve this.

Year 1/2 Brumbies clinic
Monday 21 November
Year 6 Passport to Success
Program 9-10am
Year 3/4 National Gallery
Excursion
Wednesday 23 November
Volunteers morning tea 8.30
-10am
Thursday 24 November
Year 5/6 NRL Lessons
Friday 25 November
Year 1/2 Brumbies clinic
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Also fresh off the press is our School Satisfaction and Climate Survey data. I’d like to thank everyone who did the
survey as it really helps us plan our improvement agenda. This data continues to show staff and parents are very
satisfied. Some examples from the parent survey include:
“Student behaviour is well managed” – of the parents who did the survey 75.6% agreed or strongly agreed with this
statement. This is 5.4% higher than similar schools
“This school takes parents’ opinions seriously” - of the parents who did the survey 80.5% agreed or strongly agreed
with this statement. This is 13.3% higher than similar schools
“This school looks for ways to improve” - of the parents who did the survey 89.4% agreed or strongly agreed with this
statement. This is 13.1% higher than similar schools
“Students at this school are being equipped with the capabilities to learn and live successfully” - of the parents who did
the survey 90.1% agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. This is 10.9% higher than similar schools.
There was only one survey question that was below similar schools. An area for us to work on:
“My child understands how to be a good digital citizen” - of the parents who did the survey 68.6% agreed or strongly
agreed with this statement. This is 1.5% lower than similar schools.
Also pleasing to see is a marked increase in student satisfaction. We had a huge increase in students reporting they
feel safe at this school and that digital technology helps them manage their school work. 73.8% of students are
satisfied they are getting a good education at this school. The area we still need to focus on according to our students
is -”Teachers give useful feedback.” 65% agreed or strongly agreed with this statement. This is 7% lower than similar
schools.
Next year we move into our School Review phase of school improvement. We will have a panel of reviewers spending
four days in the school talking with staff, students and the community about our next steps towards improvement. They
will provide us with a report on what we are doing well and what they recommend we work on into the future. This
process is very important as we move towards writing our next School Improvement Plan.
We are hoping for good weather on Friday for our Remembrance Day Ceremony. We invite parents to join us on the
Namadgi Blacktop at 10.30am if the weather is good. We will notify you of cancellation through Dojo and Facebook.
Enjoy your week
Jodie

For the latest information regarding COVID-19 in the ACT visit https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/home

NEWS FROM THE P&C
Fundraising and Events: Thank you to everyone for ordering mangoes through our fundraiser. We were able to raise over
$700 for the Year 6 farewell celebrations!
Fundraising and Events: Cherry Drive! The P&C are holding a cherry drive this term, with funds raised going toward P&C
projects. Prices for Cherries are $20 for 1kg, $40 for 2kg and $70 for 5kg. Cherry orders are now available for purchase on
Flexischools. Orders close Thursday 24 November 5pm and delivery will be Wednesday 30 November. If you are able to
help receive and disperse the cherry orders on 30 November, please send an email to: fundraising.mpspandc@gmail.com
Class Parent Rep: Halfway through term 4 already, and we're starting to look ahead to 2023. If you would be
interested in being a class parent representative for your child's class next year, we would love to hear from you
at classparentrepsmps@gmail.com. As soon as the school announces next year's class groups, we can start to
allocate class reps to each class and get those wonderful social connections happening!
Uniform Shop: Preschool Families - get ready for kindy next year! Come and see us in the P&C Uniform
Shop, located in the Tidbinbilla Building. It is run by volunteers and sells new uniforms as close to cost price as
possible, and second-hand items for $2 and $5.
Open times are: Mondays 8:45 - 9:15am, Wednesdays 2:55 - 3:15pm, and Fridays 8:45 - 9:15am.
Cash and card payments are accepted. Orders can also be placed online at www.flexischools.com.au. No need
to collect online orders - they will be delivered to students (including preschool) to take home. Any questions
can be sent to uniforms.mps@gmail.com

Breakfast Club: Breakfast Club is back every Friday in the school café. Come along and enjoy some toast,
cereal and a hot or cold milk drink. Please let your children know to line up outside the café and food will be
served from the trestle table at the double doors. Children are welcome to come alone, but adults are most
welcome to join their children too.
Canteen: Don’t forget canteen is on every Friday lunch. Please ensure you order via Flexischools by 8.30am
Friday mornings.

Mulch, Mulch, Mulch!!
So much mulch! We had another great working bee over the weekend, spreading out a huge delivery
of Mulch. We kicked off with an essential coffee from the cafe, before getting out in the sun. The gardens up near the front office were first weeded, then mulch spread out. The three garden beds next to
the carpark were also weeded and mulched.
After tackling that large pile, we then moved on to mulch around the muddy area outside the cafe.
There will be landscaping works taking place in the near future, however we needed to minimise the
mud during the upcoming events so mulch has been spread out to allow students & families to utilise
the area and cafe.

As usual, we finished up with a bbq lunch, very much well deserved by all! A massive thanks to everyone who
came along! Well done!
Chris Hollins
Gardens and Grounds.

LIBRARY NEWS
Café Books
If you have visited our Gardenside Café you will have noticed some bookshelves in there. We have put 3 different collections in there for our
community:

•

Library books – straight from our library shelves for you to enjoy reading with your children. If you would like to take these books home please
bring them to the library for borrowing. These books will be changed weekly.

•

Community resources – many of these books were purchased with our grant to support social and emotional wellbeing. Some are written for
adults, some are books that deal with tricky subjects that you can read with your child. Please bring them to the library for borrowing.

•

Book Swap – books for anyone to take. If you have books at home that you have finished with, you might like to add them to the Book Swap
shelf for others to enjoy. This shelf may include books that have been cancelled out of our school library.

2022 STATIONERY PACKS
At the start of each year, students are provided with all the stationery items they require for Year group
the school year. These are ordered and delivered direct to the school in bulk at the start of
the year. Every effort is made to ensure that the cost of the packs remain affordable for Preschool
families.
Kindergarten

Percentage of packs paid

If you are unsure if you have paid for your child’s 2022 stationery items, please give the Year 1
front office a call or email admin@macquarieps.act.edu.au and we can let you know.
Asking for contributions to cover the cost of these consumable items allows the school Year 2
budget to go towards other educational resources for use in classrooms including books,
Year 3
educational games and technology.

64 percent
60 per cent
59 percent
77 percent
58 percent

This year we have received the following from families across the year groups. It would be Year 4
wonderful to see these amounts getting closer to 90 percent across the school.
Year 5

71 percent

Year 6

51 percent

58 percent

The 2022 costs of stationery for each year level is listed below and payment details can be
found on the back page of this newsletter.
2022 year level

Price of pack

Preschool

$45

Kindergarten

$75

Year 1

$70

Year 2

$60

Year 3

$65

Year 4

$55

Year 5

$60

Year 6

$50

Small group program

$40

SUBMIT ENROLMENT APPLICATIONS BY THE END OF TERM
Are you ready for the 2023 school year?
Is your child transitioning to another school next year? It’s not too late to enrol your child in their local school. Make sure you submit your application
before the current school term ends on 16 December 2022. Enrolment applications received after that date may not receive notification until late
January 2023. For more information and to enrol, go to https://bit.ly/3Wnk7JQ

NOTES HOME & REMINDERS
All notes are available on our school website
EVENT DETAILS

YEAR GROUP

DATE DUE BACK

Library Trust Fund donations

All year levels

Payments welcome anytime

2022 Stationery supplies

All students

Payments welcome anytime

Voluntary Contributions

All year levels

Payments welcome anytime

National Gallery visit

Year 3/4

Friday 11 November

Year 6 fun day

Year 6

Friday 2 December

PAYMENT OPTIONS
Option 1: Electronic Funds transfer
Account name: Macquarie Primary School Management Account
BSB: 032 777 Account number: 001586

MEDICATIONS

Use reference Child’s Surname EXCURSION NAME
Option 2: Quickweb
Go to http://www.macquarieps.act.edu.au/payment and follow the prompts.
Use reference Child’s Surname EXCURSION NAME
Option 3: Cash or cheque paid directly to the Front Office in a sealed envelope labelled with your family name

In the interests of keeping all students safe, medication that your
child requires during the school day must be stored in the front
office. Macquarie’s school office team manages first aid, emergency
medical plans and medications for students. Please contact the front
office team if you have any changes to your child’s medical treatment
plan.

OUR CLASS NAMES

For noting - ambulance

Preschool

The Little Nippers

Green Yabbies & Red Crayfish

Kindergarten

The Great Barriers

Curious Crocodiles, Super Seahorses & Shiny Sharks

Year 1/2

The Mangroves

Sensational Sea Snakes, Courageous Clams, Sweet Sea Stars & Great Ghost Crabs

Year 3/4

Coral Coliseum

Majestic Mud Crabs, Terrific Tiger Sharks & Electric Eels

Year 5/6

Freshwater Fish

Magnificent Murray Cod, Splendid Silver Perch, Golden Galaxias & Scintillating Saratogas

Small Group

The Water Birds

Proud Pelicans

ACT School students who are injured or become ill at
school or during approved school excursions within the
ACT are entitled to free emergency ambulance
services that includes medical treatment and
ambulance transport.

SUSTAINABILITY TIPS
Give "experience" gifts.

SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS

Macquarie Primary is an

Office hours: Monday — Friday 8.30am — 3.30pm

ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL

Phone K-6 site:

02 6142 1550

Principal

Jodie Rowell

jodie.rowell@ed.act.edu.au

Phone preschool:

02 6142 1570

Deputy Principal (P)

Stacey Naden

stacey.naden@ed.act.edu.au

Email:

admin@macquarieps.act.edu.au

Executive (K-Yr2)

Candice Kingston

candice.kingston@ed.act.edu.au

Website:

www.macquarieps.act.edu.au

Executive (Yr3-6)

Mariam Hijazi

mariam.hijazi@ed.act.edu.au

Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/
macquarieprimary

Business Manager

Ann Walker

ann.walker@ed.act.edu.au

P&C President

macquariepandc@gmail.com

Board Chair

Sander De Vries

admin@macquarieps.act.edu.au

