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This week has seen some changes to how we operate as a school with the release of the new ACT Public Schools
COVID-19 Management Plan. All families received a letter last Friday with news of these changes.
Some of the changes include:

Dates for the
Diary
Monday 16—Friday 13
May

•

Students have been able to access the whole playground, which they have thoroughly enjoyed

•

Staff can teach from the front of the room without a mask, for our students this has a big impact. They can hear
what is being said better, pick up on facial cues more easily and actually hear the sounds better which helps
with our young children learning letter sounds and our older students spelling and using more complex words

•

Students and visitors are not required to wear masks on school sites, though are encouraged to do so where it
suits them

•

Cohorting is no longer required which means our students will benefit from all our specialist teachers across the
year. It gives far more flexibility to use staff for intervention across the school. Lynda, our EALD teacher, is able
to have face to face lessons with her students again

•

Our P&C can run fundraisers again and we can have volunteers onsite

•

Parents are welcome onsite in the outdoor spaces and indoors by appointment

•

We can do assemblies and performances again.

National Road Safety Week
Thursday 19 May
Board Meeting
Friday 20 May
Walk safely to school day
Monday 23 May
Staff planning day
Thursday 26 May
Belconnen Region Cross
Country
Monday 30 May
Reconciliation Day

Wednesday 1 June
Hats off
Monday 6 June
Green Yabbies School
Photos
Thursday 9 June
Kindergarten—Year 6 &
Red Crayfish School Photos
Monday 13 June
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What hasn’t changed includes:
•

Physical distancing when possible

•

Staying home when students or staff are sick

•

All staff will continue to wear masks when physical distancing of 1.5 meters can’t be maintained

•

Additional cleaning of touch points will be maintained across the school

•

All ACT public schools have Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) plans in place to increase fresh air circulation

•

Schools can provide Rapid Antigen Tests when needed to their community

•

Continued focus on personal hygiene such as hand washing, coughing or sneezing into elbows, use of
sanitiser for everyone onsite etc.

When there are high numbers of COVID-19 exposures at an ACT Public School, consideration will be given to whether
any of the following additional COVID-19 Safety Measures should be reintroduced, with authorisation by the Education
Directorate COVID Response Team. These measures aim to limit the potential for further transmission and will
generally be limited to a short period of time (e.g. 1-2 weeks).
•

Additional testing recommendations: such as to test before returning to school and again in 48 hours

•

Masks - Staff, students in years 7-12, and visitors may be asked to wear a mask when indoors and when
physical distancing of 1.5 meters can’t be maintained

•

P&C news

•

•

Notes home &
reminders

Limiting parents and carers on site - Parents and carers may be asked not to attend a school site without an
appointment

•

Cancelling permitted activities - Any permitted activities may be cancelled or rescheduled to another date

•

Cohorting - It may be necessary to cohort a particular class or year level so that they don’t mix with other
students or staff across the school

•

Remote learning - Some or all students may need to return to remote learning. This measure will be limited as
much as possible, however may also be enacted in response to workforce shortages arising from COVID-19.

For the latest information regarding COVID-19 in the ACT visit https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/home

We are pleased to be able to reinstate whole school assemblies for students only in alignment with our COVID safety procedures. In week 5 and 10 of
each term we will be showcasing the Arts program here at Macquarie. The first cohort to share will be the students in Kindergarten and the Proud
Pelicans. Visitors to these assemblies are not permitted at this stage. We will take lots of photos and post them to Dojo.
Absence from covid has impacted our staff. This, along with minimal relief staff, has increased the workload for our teachers. Our amazing teachers
care about their whole cohort and if a teacher is away for a prolonged period, they work to the best of their ability to ensure the high quality program
they’ve planned is delivered in the absence of a colleague. The two planning days for teachers this term enables us to ensure the planning is done for
continued high quality programs. We appreciate our community’s support in keeping children at home if you can on these dates or filling in the form
(the link was on the note that came home on Thursday last week) so we can plan for supervision with accurate numbers. If you are unsure, just call
the front office and we can talk you through what to do. We carefully thought through appropriate dates and consulted with Canberra High School and
Aranda Primary School to coordinate - Monday 23/5 and Tuesday 14/6.
Congratulations to our ribbon winners for Cross Country. They were presented with their ribbons this week at a morning assembly. They also have
Regional Cross Country to look forward to. Notes will come home for that soon. Thank you to Jenelle for not only a fantastic Cross Country but also
your organisation of Regional Cross Country.
Good luck to our year 3 and 5 students participating in NAPLAN this week. Thank you to
Mariam, Ben and Eddie for sharing insights into NAPLAN with parents at our Information
Session on Tuesday night.
We farewell Rachel Appleby next week. Rachel has decided to pursue other
opportunities. We wish you the best and thank you for the work you’ve done over the
past term and a half at Macquarie Primary School.
Lastly, it is enrolment time. If you have a child in year 6, now is the time to do your online
high school enrolment- Link to enrol. If you have neighbours, friends or acquaintances
who have school age children and live in area for Macquarie, encourage them to get
their enrolment in as soon as possible. Our enrolment area is all of Macquarie. Cook is a
shared PEA with Macquarie Primary School and Aranda Primary School. We also have
the following area of Belconnen - south of Luxton Street, west of Lathlain Street, south of
Chan Street and Cameron Avenue and east of Aikman Drive. It’s a perfect time to talk
up our school and tell people the many wonderful things that are happening here.
Jodie

NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY WEEK—15 TO 22 MAY 2022
This National Road Safety Week, 15 to 22 May, the ACT Government is joining the Safer Australian Roads and Highways (SARAH) Group to
encourage the Canberra community to take the pledge to drive so others survive. However, as we know, road safety is everyone’s responsibility.
To remind children about staying safe on the road, TCCS is running a colouring-in competition where children can win one of the activity tracker wrist
watches. For more Information and colouring-in competition terms and conditions, go to National Road Safety Week from 15 to 22 May 2022 - City
Services.

NEWS FROM THE P&C
Election Day: Macquarie Primary School has been allocated as a Polling Place for the Election on Saturday May 21, 2022. We
will be hosting a BBQ, Cake stall and Book/general stall on the day. If you are available to help out during the day or beforehand,
please send an email to: fundraising.mpspandc@gmail.com with your availability between 7.30am – 1pm. We will be sending out
paper plates to all families the week before if you are able to bake something for the stall. If you could return these with your
delicious creations on Friday 20 May to the front office at 3pm that would be great. Alternatively, you can drop your goodies to us
at school on Election Day before 11am.
Uniform Shop: The P&C Uniform Shop is open: Mondays 8:45 - 9:15, Wednesdays 3:00 - 3:30 and Fridays 8:45 - 9:15
Brrr! Rug up for winter! Scarves and beanies are available on flexischools and in the shop for $5 each. Orders can be placed online at
www.flexischools.com.au or via the app. Online orders will be sent home with students. Second hand items are available the for $2 and $5.
Donations of pre-loved uniform items are gratefully accepted during open times. Any questions can be sent to uniforms.mps@gmail.com
Gardens and Grounds: Term 2 Working Bee coming soon. A date will be out in the coming weeks – so stay tuned.

SCHOOL PHOTOS: RELEASE OF PERSONAL INFORMATION TO MASTER
SCHOOL PORTRAITS (MSP PHOTOGRAPHY)
On enrolment at Macquarie Primary School you provided the school with personal information that assists us to support the educational needs of
your child/ren while they are enrolled in an ACT Government school. The ACT Information Privacy Act 2014 states that this information cannot be
used or released without satisfying certain conditions. MSP Photography will be returning for school photos this year in term 2. They have
requested your child’s name, student ID and class. If you do not consent to include your child in this year’s school photos please complete the slip
below and return it to the Front Office as soon as possible.

I do not give permission for my child/ren ______________________________ in class/es __________________ to be included in the 2022 school
photos.
Signed ______________________________ Parent Name ______________________________________ Date ___/___/___

LIBRARY NEWS
Book Club
Please remember that Issue 3 Book Club orders are due in by this Sunday, May 15. Please pay for all orders online at www.scholastic.com.au/
loop, and remember there is a GIFT option at checkout if you need your order to be kept secret from your child. I will contact you directly when
those orders arrive at school to arrange collection. All orders earn reward points for our school, which we greatly appreciate and use to buy new
books for our library.
Overdue Books
Notes were sent to classes this week to remind students of the books they need to return to the library. This was a verbal reminder from the teacher
and was a great way to get some overdue books back before individual notes are printed next Monday, May 16. Please help your child look for any
books they have misplaced; they can be returned on Monday BEFORE notes are printed, which will reduce our paper usage. All students have also
been reminded that they are welcome to renew their books – they just need to bring the book to be zapped again.

NOTES HOME & REMINDERS
All notes are available on our school website
EVENT DETAILS

YEAR GROUP

DATE DUE BACK

Library Trust Fund donations

All year levels

Payments welcome anytime

2022 Stationery supplies

All students

Payments welcome anytime

Band payment

Year 5 & 6 band

Payments welcome anytime

Voluntary Contributions

All year levels

Payments welcome anytime

Belconnen Cross Country

Selected students

Friday 20 May

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Updating Contact
Information
Please update the school
office if you have any changes
to phone numbers, home
address or email address.

Option 1: Electronic Funds transfer
Account name: Macquarie Primary School Management Account
BSB: 032 777 Account number: 001586
Use reference Child’s Surname EXCURSION NAME

MEDICATIONS

Option 2: Quickweb
Go to http://www.macquarieps.act.edu.au/payment and follow the prompts.
Use reference Child’s Surname EXCURSION NAME
OUR CLASS NAMES
Preschool

The Little Nippers

Green Yabbies & Red Crayfish

Kindergarten

The Great Barriers

Curious Crocodiles, Super Seahorses & Shiny Sharks

Year 1/2

The Mangroves

Sensational Sea Snakes, Courageous Clams, Sweet Sea Stars & Great Ghost Crabs

Year 3/4

Coral Coliseum

Majestic Mud Crabs, Terrific Tiger Sharks, Superb Stingrays & Electric Eels

Year 5/6

Freshwater Fish

Magnificent Murray Cod, Splendid Silver Perch, Golden Galaxias & Scintillating Saratogas

Small Group

The Water Birds

Proud Pelicans

In the interests of keeping all students safe, medication that your
child requires during the school day must be stored in the front
office. Macquarie’s school office team manages first aid, emergency
medical plans and medications for students. Please contact the front
office team if you have any changes to your child’s medical treatment
plan.

For noting - ambulance

ACT School students who are injured or become ill at
school or during approved school excursions within the
ACT are entitled to free emergency ambulance
services that includes medical treatment and
ambulance transport.

SUSTAINABILITY TIPS
Get a water saving showerhead.

SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS

Macquarie Primary is an

Office hours: Monday — Friday 8.30am — 3.30pm

ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL

Phone K-6 site:

02 6142 1550

Principal

Jodie Rowell

jodie.rowell@ed.act.edu.au

Phone preschool:

02 6142 1570

Deputy Principal (P)

Stacey Naden

stacey.naden@ed.act.edu.au

Email:

admin@macquarieps.act.edu.au

Executive (K-Yr2)

Candice Kingston

candice.kingston@ed.act.edu.au

Website:

www.macquarieps.act.edu.au

Executive (Yr3-6)

Mariam Hijazi

Mariam.hijazi@ed.act.edu.au

Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/
macquarieprimary

Business Manager

Ann Walker

ann.walker@ed.act.edu.au

P&C President

macquariepandc@gmail.com

Board Chair

Sander De Vries

