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Welcome back to term four!
This is a very busy term so make sure you keep track of events by joining our Facebook page and checking Dojo regularly. Some of
the major events for this term include our combined Grandfriends and Outdoor Learning morning on Monday 3 November,
Volunteers Morning Tea on Wednesday 23 November and Arts Showcase on Tuesday 29 November. Pop those important dates in
your diary.

Dates for the
Diary
Monday 17 October
Year 6 Passport to Success
Program 9-10am
Monday 17-Friday 23
October
Kindergarten BASE
assessments
Wednesday 19 October
P&C Meeting 6pm
Monday 24 OctoberFriday 28 October
Children's week
Monday 24 October
Year 6 Passport to Success
Program 9-10am
Friday 28 October
Pupil free day
Monday 31 October
Year 6 Passport to Success
Program 9-10am
Tuesday 1 November
Year 6 Canberra High
School tour and production
visit
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Also in term four there are two more teacher planning days. The first is Friday 28 October and the second is Monday 28 November.
For those who can please keep children at home on those dates. For those who can’t please register your child’s attendance for
those days by emailing the front office.
We are beginning planning for 2023. This week you will have received the hand we sent home. The hand helps us support positive
social connections, enabling students to identify friends they work well with and want to be in a class with next year. Creating
classes is extremely complex and we consider dynamics, gender balance, year level balance, how many children in each class have
ILPs, how many are EALD, clustering like minded gifted and talented students, behavioural and wellbeing needs of students and
much more. We guarantee children will have one friend off their hand in their class next year. If for some reason this doesn’t
happen, we will call parents and talk through any issues. Now is also the time to let us know if your child needs any special
considerations for 2023, for example not to be placed with certain children is one we commonly get. You do need to provide this
information each year – don’t rely on the fact that you sent information last year – because dynamics between children change all
the time. We do not take requests for particular teachers and the same teachers may not be on the same grades next year anyway.
Please email any of the executive team with information that may support a successful year for your child and we will do our best to
weave those requests into this complex puzzle. Our aim is to create the most settled classes, conducive to engagement in learning.
The Garden Side Café opened this week. We’ve had a number of parents drop in with children to have a coffee and a read before
school. Please come and join us on Mondays and Thursday for coffee and a read, Tuesday for coffee and a song and Fridays will be
busy with breakfast club running from the café.
Yesterday our 5/6 students represented the school with integrity at Questacon. Students took part in a private show run by the
Questacon staff on the topics of electricity, light and energy as a tuning-in exercise for their inquiry learning which is focusing on the
big question ‘How has Science and Technology allowed us to Design and Create Solutions?’ They also visited the galleries of
Questacon, with a particular focus on the Fundamentals room, looking at light and physics. This part of our inquiry cycle is called a
provocation. Provocations provide a stimulus to provoke thought and ideas, and give students opportunities to use their imagination.
Next week, on Thursday morning, we begin our Stay and Play program for children starting preschool in 2023. This initiative has
been funded through our Building a Mentally Healthy and Socially Connected School community grant, supported by
the ACT Government under the ACT Health Promotion Grants Program. This grant also funds our wellbeing programs. At this stage
in our implementation 95 students and families have benefited from
accessing one or more of our wellbeing programs – Cool Kids,
drumming, circus, social skills and art therapy – that’s almost a third
of our school.
We have had some changes to COVID restriction in schools. Staff
and students in ACT schools are no longer required to wear masks,
but can choose to do so if they want. The only time masks are
required is for people leaving COVID-19 isolation and for
asymptomatic household contacts. We also still have Rapid Antigen
Testing kits available for families this term. You can request them at
the front office if you need them. Schools will no longer send out
notifications to parents and carers regarding positive cases at
school. Visitors, staff and students must still notify the school if they
have been in attendance while infectious. The school will record
positive cases to identify possible clusters. We will contact parents
if there is a higher incidence of cases in a particular class or cohort
or if an exposure is considered high risk. Don’t hesitate to get in
touch if you need more information.
I hope children have now settled back into school. If anything
happens in break times that may impact your child’s wellbeing or
emotional regulation we really appreciate a quick phone call. Thank
you to those parents who have already done this – it really helps us
understand the challenges some of our students are facing. Have a
great term.
Jodie

For the latest information regarding COVID-19 in the ACT visit https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/home

NEWS FROM THE P&C
Fundraising and Events: Mango Drive! The Year 6 Parent Committee together with the P&C are holding a mango drive this
term to raise funds for the Year 6 Farewell Celebrations. Mangoes will be $26 a tray, delivered in week 8 (exact details still to
come). Gather orders from your neighbours, colleagues and friends. Orders can be made via Flexischools, and are due by 21
October. Please note the order form attached is for you to keep track of your own orders.
Cherry Drive! The P&C are also holding a cherry drive this term, with funds raised going toward P&C projects. Prices for
Cherries will be advised shortly and will be available for purchase on Flexischools.
Uniform Shop: The P&C Uniform Shop is open: Mondays 8:45 - 9:15am, Wednesdays 2:55 - 3:15pm and Fridays
8:45 - 9:15am.
Orders for new uniform items can be placed online at www.flexischools.com.au or via the flexischools app.
Flexischools orders will be sent home with students. New discontinued items have been added to flexischools. Prices
start at $5. Limited sizes available, so get in quick to grab a bargain!
Volunteers needed: You might have heard that Coles at the Jamison Centre is donating a weekly supply of milk,
bread and fruit for the community cafe. We need a volunteer to pick up the order from Jamison on Monday mornings
between 8:15-8:45am, and then drop it at school when you drop off your kids. The order is prepared by Coles staff you just need to collect it from the Service Desk. If you can help either as a one off, or on a regular weekly /
fortnightly / monthly basis, please email Lauren mpspandcvp@gmail.com.

LIBRARY NEWS
Book Club

Brochures for Issue 7 of Scholastic Book Club have arrived and have been sent home. The due date for these orders is Sunday October 23.
Please order and pay for your orders online at www.scholastic.com.au/loop.
Overdue Books
I hope our students have enjoyed reading their library books over the holidays. We currently have over 2300 books loaned out to students and staff,
which is exactly what we want! All those books being read! However this is the term when my reminders for finding and returning books become
more frequent. I’m sure most children will have remembered to bring books back this week, but notes will go out next week to remind students of
what is overdue. Please help your children find their books and return them on their library day.

Future of Education Equity Fund extended to 31 OCTOBER
The closing date for applications for Future of Education Equity Fund payments for eligible low income families has been extended until 31 October
2022.

The Equity Fund provides a one-off payment for the 2022 school year to use towards educational costs such as sporting equipment and activities,
music lessons, school uniforms and excursions.
The ACT Government believes every child regardless of their background should have the same equal
chance at a great education and this initiative is one of many that will assist families.
It is open to students from preschool (attached to a school) to Year 12 who live and attend school in the
ACT, may be eligible for the payment for the 2022 school year. Families may lodge one online application for
all students in their family.
Applications for this school year’s payment close on 31 October 2022. Further information and the online
application form is available here. If you need help, please contact the Equity Fund Administrator by phone
on 6207 1818 or email equityfund@act.gov.au

NOTES HOME & REMINDERS
All notes are available on our school website
EVENT DETAILS

YEAR GROUP

DATE DUE BACK

Library Trust Fund donations

All year levels

Payments welcome anytime

2022 Stationery supplies

All students

Payments welcome anytime

Voluntary Contributions

All year levels

Payments welcome anytime

Camp Cooba

Year 5/6

Friday 14 October

PAYMENT OPTIONS
Option 1: Electronic Funds transfer
Account name: Macquarie Primary School Management Account
BSB: 032 777 Account number: 001586

MEDICATIONS

Use reference Child’s Surname EXCURSION NAME
Option 2: Quickweb
Go to http://www.macquarieps.act.edu.au/payment and follow the prompts.
Use reference Child’s Surname EXCURSION NAME
Option 3: Cash or cheque paid directly to the Front Office in a sealed envelope labelled with your family name

In the interests of keeping all students safe, medication that your
child requires during the school day must be stored in the front
office. Macquarie’s school office team manages first aid, emergency
medical plans and medications for students. Please contact the front
office team if you have any changes to your child’s medical treatment
plan.

OUR CLASS NAMES

For noting - ambulance

Preschool

The Little Nippers

Green Yabbies & Red Crayfish

Kindergarten

The Great Barriers

Curious Crocodiles, Super Seahorses & Shiny Sharks

Year 1/2

The Mangroves

Sensational Sea Snakes, Courageous Clams, Sweet Sea Stars & Great Ghost Crabs

Year 3/4

Coral Coliseum

Majestic Mud Crabs, Terrific Tiger Sharks & Electric Eels

Year 5/6

Freshwater Fish

Magnificent Murray Cod, Splendid Silver Perch, Golden Galaxias & Scintillating Saratogas

Small Group

The Water Birds

Proud Pelicans

ACT School students who are injured or become ill at
school or during approved school excursions within the
ACT are entitled to free emergency ambulance
services that includes medical treatment and
ambulance transport.

SUSTAINABILITY TIPS
Remember to turn the water off when you are brushing your teeth.

SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS

Macquarie Primary is an

Office hours: Monday — Friday 8.30am — 3.30pm

ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL

Phone K-6 site:

02 6142 1550

Principal

Jodie Rowell

jodie.rowell@ed.act.edu.au

Phone preschool:

02 6142 1570

Deputy Principal (P)

Stacey Naden

stacey.naden@ed.act.edu.au

Email:

admin@macquarieps.act.edu.au

Executive (K-Yr2)

Candice Kingston

candice.kingston@ed.act.edu.au

Website:

www.macquarieps.act.edu.au

Executive (Yr3-6)

Mariam Hijazi

mariam.hijazi@ed.act.edu.au

Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/
macquarieprimary

Business Manager

Ann Walker

ann.walker@ed.act.edu.au

P&C President

macquariepandc@gmail.com

Board Chair

Sander De Vries

admin@macquarieps.act.edu.au

CONGRATULATIONS TO FORMER
STUDENT LACHLAN!

