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Our Freshwater Fish students had a really fabulous camp to Camp Cooba Monday to Wednesday of this week. If you had a child in
this cohort, no doubt they came home exhausted but happy. What a treat, albeit a cold one, to wake up to some snow on
Wednesday morning but aside from that the weather was beautiful. Every single one of our students met challenges they did not
think they could. We could not be prouder of them for the persistence, team work they showed and for all trying something new.
Activities included ‘The Leap of Faith’, ‘Mountain Biking’, night time discoes and many more. The Camp Cooba group facilitators
mentioned multiple times how respectful, well behaved and lovely the MPS students are. Highlights from some of the students
include:

•

“The Leap of Faith was fun but scary” - Mark

•

“I liked the orienteering because it was fun being stranded and finding our way back. I enjoyed the disco and dancing
around having fun. The Leap of Faith was fun because for a second it felt like I was just in the air then I was falling then
someone caught me. I liked mountain biking because it’s not something I normally get to do” - Lea

•

“The snow was fun to play in. The breakfast/food was really good, especially the hashbrowns. I learned to ride a bike which
I’m proud of” – Giovanni

•

“The Leap of Faith was scary. I’m glad I did it because it was fun. The team manoeuvres orienteering was fun. It got people
to work together” – Isobel W

Year 6 Passport to Success
Program 9-10am

•

“As I climbed the Leap of Faith, I felt excited. As I walked outside my cabin to see the snow I felt jitters in my tummy. As I
took a bite of food I felt like I was in heaven” – Pippa

Year 3/4 National Gallery
Excursion

•

“I like the Leap of Faith because I was scared. He pulled me down and it was so fun. The food was great” – Alexander D

Wednesday 23 November

•

Volunteers morning tea 8.30
-10am

“I liked the archery because it involved everyone. I liked the Leap of Faith because a lot of people overcame their fear” –
Annabelle

•

“I’m proud of during the Leap of Faith. It was quite fun. I liked that I got all my friends in my room. It was pretty good” – Alex
M

Friday 18 November
2023 Kindergarten transition
visits 10.10-11am
Year 1/2 Brumbies clinic
Monday 21 November

Thursday 24 November
Year 5/6 NRL Lessons
Friday 25 November

Year 1/2 Brumbies clinic
Monday 28 November
Pupil free day
Tuesday 29 November—
Friday 2 December

We are now in the final year of implementation of our School Plan 2018-2023. As we approach the review of our School Plan in term
2 next year, we continue to collate and celebrate the progress we have made in each of our school goals. Priority 1, To Improve
student gain (growth) in writing and spelling’ is an area we have worked extensively on in the last 4 years. Our target in this area is
that by 2023 62.4% of year 5 students will be achieving at or above expected growth from year 3 to year 5 in Writing. The target was
set by considering the 2015-2018 average of at or above expected growth in writing of a sample of statistically similar schools in
ACT and NSW. As a staff we have built our knowledge and understanding of the teaching and learning around writing and spelling,
which in turn has increased student outcomes. Teachers have engaged in a series of professional learning sessions with Christine
Topfer focused on spelling, and Catherine Nash focused on writing. Our authentic, engaging concept based learning programs have
allowed us to analyse the increase in results in school based assessment processes. This is also evident in our year 3 and 5
NAPLAN results, which show we have already exceeded our target of 62.4% and have reached 71% of students at or above
national levels.

Year 5/6 NRL Lessons
Tuesday 29 November
Arts showcase 4.30-7pm
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Next week you will receive information about making an end of year parent teacher interview with your child’s class teacher. These
have been put in place in lieu of written comments on school reports and are optional. Keep an eye out for an email about making an
interview time if you want to.
Have a great weekend, and Happy International Men’s Day to all the men in our community on Saturday 19 November.
Stacey

For the latest information regarding COVID-19 in the ACT visit https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/home

NEWS FROM THE P&C
Arts Festival: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! to help the P&C with the Arts Festival Tuesday 29 November between 4:00pm and
7:30pm for the sausage sizzle, assisting with picnic orders and more. Please contact Celia Rideaux at crideaux@nla.gov.au or
on 0478 578 282 if you can lend a hand for a bit or for the entire time.
Fundraising and Events: Cherry Drive! The P&C are holding a cherry drive this term, with funds raised going toward P&C
projects. Prices for Cherries are $20 for 1kg, $40 for 2kg and $70 for 5kg. Cherry orders are now available for purchase on
Flexischools. Orders close Thursday 24 November at 5pm and delivery will be Wednesday 30 November. If you are able to
help receive and disperse the cherry orders the 30 November, please send an email to: fundraising.mpspandc@gmail.com
Class Parent Rep: Please contact classparentrepsmps@gmail.com if you're interested in being a class parent representative in 2023. It's an easy
way to get involved with minimal time input, and a great way to get to know the other families in your class group. We would love to hear from you!

Uniform Shop: Preschool Families - get ready for kindy next year! Come and see us in the P&C Uniform Shop, located in the Tidbinbilla Building.
We will be open during the Kindy Q&A session on Tuesday 6 December, or usual open times are: Mondays 8:45 - 9:15am, Wednesdays 2:55 3:15pm, and Fridays 8:45 - 9:15am. Orders can be placed on the flexischools app and will be delivered to preschool for students to take home.
We are happy to exchange sizes - just keep tags on. Donations of pre-loved uniform items are gratefully accepted. Any questions can be sent to
uniforms.mps@gmail.com

Breakfast Club: Breakfast Club is back every Friday in the school café. Come along and enjoy some toast, cereal and a hot or cold milk
drink. Please let your children know to line up outside the café and food will be served from the trestle table at the double doors. Children are
welcome to come alone, but adults are most welcome to join their children too.
Canteen: Don’t forget canteen is on every Friday lunch. Please ensure you order via Flexischools by 8.30am Friday mornings.

LIBRARY NEWS
Dates to Remember

•

Friday November 18 – overdue notes printed

•

Sunday November 27 – Scholastic Book Club due. Orders can be placed at www.scholastic.com.au/loop

•

Week 7 (November 21 – 25) – last week for borrowing

•

Week 8 (November 28 – December 2) – all library books to be returned

•

Weeks 9 & 10 – library closed for stocktake

Please contact me for any queries or chats – book club, your child’s reading, Christmas gift ideas, overdue books etc – at
pamela.gaukroger@ed.act.edu.au or you can find me in the Café on reading mornings (Mondays and Thursdays).

NOTES HOME & REMINDERS
All notes are available on our school website
EVENT DETAILS

YEAR GROUP

DATE DUE BACK

Library Trust Fund donations

All year levels

Payments welcome anytime

2022 Stationery supplies

All students

Payments welcome anytime

Voluntary Contributions

All year levels

Payments welcome anytime

Year 6 fun day

Year 6

Friday 2 December

PAYMENT OPTIONS
Option 1: Electronic Funds transfer
Account name: Macquarie Primary School Management Account
BSB: 032 777 Account number: 001586

MEDICATIONS

Use reference Child’s Surname EXCURSION NAME
Option 2: Quickweb
Go to http://www.macquarieps.act.edu.au/payment and follow the prompts.
Use reference Child’s Surname EXCURSION NAME
Option 3: Cash or cheque paid directly to the Front Office in a sealed envelope labelled with your family name

In the interests of keeping all students safe, medication that your
child requires during the school day must be stored in the front
office. Macquarie’s school office team manages first aid, emergency
medical plans and medications for students. Please contact the front
office team if you have any changes to your child’s medical treatment
plan.

OUR CLASS NAMES

For noting - ambulance

Preschool

The Little Nippers

Green Yabbies & Red Crayfish

Kindergarten

The Great Barriers

Curious Crocodiles, Super Seahorses & Shiny Sharks

Year 1/2

The Mangroves

Sensational Sea Snakes, Courageous Clams, Sweet Sea Stars & Great Ghost Crabs

Year 3/4

Coral Coliseum

Majestic Mud Crabs, Terrific Tiger Sharks & Electric Eels

Year 5/6

Freshwater Fish

Magnificent Murray Cod, Splendid Silver Perch, Golden Galaxias & Scintillating Saratogas

Small Group

The Water Birds

Proud Pelicans

ACT School students who are injured or become ill at
school or during approved school excursions within the
ACT are entitled to free emergency ambulance
services that includes medical treatment and
ambulance transport.

SUSTAINABILITY TIPS
Use natural cleaners.

SCHOOL CONTACT DETAILS

Macquarie Primary is an

Office hours: Monday — Friday 8.30am — 3.30pm

ANAPHYLAXIS AWARE SCHOOL

Phone K-6 site:

02 6142 1550

Principal

Jodie Rowell

jodie.rowell@ed.act.edu.au

Phone preschool:

02 6142 1570

Deputy Principal (P)

Stacey Naden

stacey.naden@ed.act.edu.au

Email:

admin@macquarieps.act.edu.au

Executive (K-Yr2)

Candice Kingston

candice.kingston@ed.act.edu.au

Website:

www.macquarieps.act.edu.au

Executive (Yr3-6)

Mariam Hijazi

mariam.hijazi@ed.act.edu.au

Facebook:

http://www.facebook.com/
macquarieprimary

Business Manager

Ann Walker

ann.walker@ed.act.edu.au

P&C President

macquariepandc@gmail.com

Board Chair

Sander De Vries

admin@macquarieps.act.edu.au
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